
Where to install your smoke 
alarms.

WORKING 
SMOKE ALARMS 

SAVE LIVES

100 mm

100 mm
(minimum)

300 mm
(maximum)

Top of smoke alarm is 
acceptable here

Ceiling

“Dead Air Space” -- NEVER PLACE HERE

Acceptable here

Side wall
Smoke alarms are to be installed on or near
the ceilings and not within dead air space

DEAD AIR SPACE



A dead smoke alarm is 
worse than none at all. It gives 
you a false sense of security. 

Don’t disable your alarms 
– it’s against the law.

Replace batteries regularly

If you think your smoke alarm is more than 10 years old, replace it

Clean your smoke alarms

Plan your escape

Choose the best alarm.
Installing working smoke alarms can save your life, but it’s also the law! 

1. Ionization smoke alarms

All Ontario homes must have a working smoke alarm on every story and 
outside all sleeping areas. This covers single family, semi-detached and 
town homes, whether owner-occupied or rented.

Test your smoke alarms regularly by pressing the “test” button. 
Follow the tips below to ensure your family is always protected.

Maintain your alarm.

2. Photoelectric alarms 

WORKING SMOKE ALARMS SAVE LIVES.


